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Loading the Kodak Medalist

Jim Jensen

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" , May 18, 2004; 09:17 p.m.

I recently aquired a Medalist and have experimented with a junk roll of 120 film. I have searched this site, but the information has been a bit vague on the points which are troubling me. 

My understanding of the film loading process (I have no manual) is to insert the film, thread it into to take-up spool and close the camera. Then, with the frame counter set to zero, wind the film until the number one appears in the ruby window. Then set the frame counter to number one and shoot, cocking the shutter if necessary. After that, the shutter is cocked automatically with each winding and the frames are spaced properly when the camera stops winding. 

Either I am wrong or the camera isn't working right. I can't get the frame spacing to begin at the number one on the film backing. 

I would like to hear from a current Medalist user, but speculation from those who think they may have used one is welcome as well. :-)

Answers

Jim Jensen

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" , May 18, 2004; 09:20 p.m.

Make that "620 film", of course.




charles stobbs

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" , May 18, 2004; 09:39 p.m.

There is an owners manual available for downloading in the "instruction manual" section of the "classic camera repair forum".


Kelly Flanigan

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" 
 

, May 18, 2004; 09:51 p.m.

The Medalist has a roller on the left that grips the paper; via tiny sharp pin/bumps. This roller rotates; and connects under the counter area. Often the one way clutch gets gunked up with dried grease; and counter goes amuck. A service guy will have to remove and degrease; regrease this area; for the counter to work ; if gunked up.


charles stobbs

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" 
, May 18, 2004; 10:07 p.m.

Sorry, the download I referenced above does not seem to be complete at this time.

Jim Jensen

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" , May 18, 2004; 11:44 p.m.

Kelly, 

I'm more inclined to think that the problem is operator ignorance at this point. The camera just had a CLA by a reputable firm and I see evidence of a thorough job. 

If not, you are undoubtedly right that the problem is with that measuring mechanism. If so, I am confident that the service guys will make it right.


Kelly Flanigan

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" 
 

, May 19, 2004; 12:00 a.m.

<BR><BR>set counter to zero.....insert film....The film goes OVER the roller by the empty take up spool.......draw film snug; replace back.........open red window; window until "1" appears at the edge of the window; close red window.......NOW the counter Knob is depressed; and set to "1" wind knob locks when turned a grunt; and now 1 is centered in red window..


Kelly Flanigan
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, May 19, 2004; 12:02 a.m.

Maybe you have a Medalist I ? I am thinking about the more popular II model; post war.

Matt Miller

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" , May 19, 2004; 08:19 a.m.

I have the Medalist I & use it quite often. It is loaded just like Kelly says. When you roll the 1 to edge of the window, stop winding. Depress the counter knob & turn until "1" is displayed in the forward area of the counter window. You should feel the button pop back up. Now wind the film until the knob won't turn. It should only go about a 1/4 turn or so. The shutter will be cocked with this turn. Now you can take a shot. The lens must be pulled out to infinity or closer or the shutter will not operate. After taking a shot, wind the film knob until it stops again. You'll feel it cock the shutter at the end of the frame winding. The frame counter will adjust at this time. Don't pay attention to the numbers in the window at this point. They won't align in the window, but the camera will space the frames correctly. Once you go through this a couple of rolls it becomes second nature & actually makes sense. If you use a cable release to release the shutter, you must also press the shutter button before winding the film. Feel free to email me if you have any more questions. The Medalist is a great camera with a fine lens.

Matt Miller

 HYPERLINK "http://photo.net/member-status-icons" , May 19, 2004; 08:22 a.m.

Jim, 

I have a copy of the Medalist manual on CD. If you'd like a copy, I'd be glad to send you one. Just let me know.

Jim Jensen
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Success!!!! 

My sincere thanks and gratitude to everyone, including the kind person who E-mailed me a couple of pages from the user manual. Every one of your suggestions was useful to me. 

This footnote from the user manual was the clincher: 

"If the camera is loaded with the exposure counter at some figure other than "0", the winding mechanism will lock before the figure "1" appears in the red window." 

That's exactly what was happening, even though I was careful to set it to "0" each time. The winder would lock and I would have to fire the shutter and reset to "0", after which it would wind only one more frame length and lock again. When I then tried to initialize frame counting as the number "1" appeared in the red window, it did not initialize, just kept winding. 

I finally realized that the exposure number dial may be out of sync, meaning I should set it to something other than "0". Sure enough, starting with a setting of "8" made everything work. I could free-wheel all the way to "1" in the red window and initialize the exposure counter. 

Again, thanks, because all the information I received led me to that final solution of the problem.

Jim Jensen
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Actually, just to clarifly for anyone who may refer to this thread in the future, my diagnosis as described above is a bit off. 

What was happening was that, upon beginning to wind, the exposure counter would drop from "0" to "1", thus messing up the loading procedure. 

What happens now, when starting from "8" instead of "0", is that when I start winding, the counter drops from "8" to "0" and everything then goes normally from then on. 

There may be something out of whack with this camera but it seems as though it will function OK with this procedure.


Kelly Flanigan
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, May 19, 2004; 07:05 p.m.

When Kodacolor came out during WW2; it was only 6 frames; instead of 8; for the 2.25x 3.25 format. The two extra frames were for processing control. Many camera manuals in that era mention an alternate film loading (for film counter) ; when kodacolor was used.

