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i s  o  s i ng le - l ens  m in i o tu re  t ' e f l ex  comero  f o r  l he  24  x  36  mm nego t i ve  f o rmo t ,  w i i h  f oco l  p l one  shu l i e r  ond
rop id  w ind  l eve r '  I n t e r chqngeob le  ZE iSS  l enses  onc i  i n i e r chongeob le  f i nde r  un i l s  os  we l l  os  op t i co l  ono
mechqn i co l  oux i l i o r y  equ ipmen t  w iden  t he  scope  ond  ve rso f i l i f y  o f  l h i s  comero  i n  o  f osh ion  wh i ch  con
ho rd l y  be  su rpossed .  No  mc l f e r  wh i ch  i n t e r chongeob le  I ens  i s  used ,  whe ihe r  f o r  c l ose -ups ,  moc ropho tog -
rophy ,  pho lom ic rog rophy  o r  o fhe r  t ypes  o f  spec io l i sed  wo rk ,  t he  imoge  dep i c ted  by  t he  CONTAREX
spec io l  w i l l  o lwoys  be  comp le fe l y  f r ee  f r om po ro l l ox .  H ighes i  p rec i s i on  i n  comero  cons t ruc t i on  ond  t he
unsu rpossed  pe r f o rmonce  o f  t he  ZE ISS  l enses  moke  t he  CoNTAREX spec io l  t he  ocme  o f  pho tog roph i c
deve lopmen t  ond  su i t ob le  f o r  use  by  i he  mos t  exoc l i ng  p ro fess i ono l s ,  s c i en i i s l s  ond  omb i t i ous  omo teu rs .
These  i ns t r uc t i ons  shou ld  moke  you  f om i l i o r  w i t h  t he  ope ro l i on  o f  r he  coNTAREX spec io l .  When  reod ing
th i s  monuo l ,  f i r s t  un fo l d  t he  cove r  poge  whe re  re fe rences  i o  t he  pos i t i on  o f  i he  i nd i v i duo l  componen i s
ond  con t ro l s  w i l l  be  f ound

Kindly note the reference to fhe Contorex possport  on poge 32.



Distinguishing features of the C0NTAREX special

The al l  metal die-cast body, ensuring the highest possible precision ond r igidity.
The paral lax-free mirror-rel lex viewfinder with i ts lorge, bright, uniformly-i l luminoted imoge f ield. Interchonge-
oble f inder-units suitoble for the most voried photogrophic tosks. Rongefinder ond lens focusing ore coupled.
Interchangeable ZEISS lenses, speciol ly computed for the CONTAREX speciol,  ronge from ihe 21 mm super-
wide-ongle lerrs lo the telepholo lens of 250 mm focol length; ol l  lenses ore f i i ied with ropid-chonge boyonel
mounls. The CONTAREX lenses from 35 mm to 135 mm hove ir is diophrogms of the pre-selector pottern.
The shutter Speeds from I sec. io 1/rooo sec. ond "B" for t ime exposures con ol l  be set on one r ing.
The focal-plane shutter runs smoothly ond is free from vibrol ion. l f  is synchronised for both f loshbulbs ond
electronic f losh ond outomolicol ly selects lhe correct moment of ignit ion i f  the shutter speed is set correctly
for ihe type of f losh in use. A deloyed oction device is bui l f  into the shutfer.
Al l  sett ings - distonce, operture, depth of f ield, shuiter speed - con be reod off from obove ot o single
g  ronce.
Standard 35 mm miniature f i lm is used with the CONTAREX, in the form of either commerciol corir idges or
doyl ight-ref i l ls in CONTAX cosseites, os well  os bulk f i lm or dorkroom refi l ls.
The twin-cassette system mokes i i  possible to remove the exposed f i lm without rewinding. Block-ond-white
ond coulour f i lms con qlso be exchonged without rewinding, ot ony t ime.
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The detachable back helps considerobly when dusi ing ond cleoning the spool chombers ond mokes looding
ond unlooding on eosy moiler.
0nly a few access0ries ore needed to simpli fy the moslering of dif f icul i  photogrophic tosks, such os close-ups,
mocrophologrophy, photomicrogrophy, copying ond lelephoto shots.

Gontrols
We recommend you to proctice operoting the vorious controls of ihe CONTAREX speciol before looding
ihe comero.
The viewfinder of the CONTAREX speciol hos iwo dif ferent f inder uni is which qre interchongeoble to suit
the pori iculor viewing requirements of the f inder imoge. The fol lowing f inder-combinotions con be
obioined r

Focusing hood unit with ground-glqss screen oitochmenl
Focusing hood uni i  with spl i t- imoge rongefinder oi lochment*
Prism unit with ground-gloss screen oi lochmenr
Prism unit with spl i t- imoge rongefinder oitochment.

The focusing hood unit (3) ond ihe prism unit (8) serve for viewing the f inder imoge. The iocusing hood
musl be opened for viewing by pressing knob (14). The mognif ier ( i3), which is inside ihe cover f lop,

*  Use on ly  w i th  swung-out  mogn i f ie r ,  Wi th  some lenses  b locked-out  corners  mus l  be  loken in lo  occount ,



must be opened for  v iewing by pressing knob (14) '

The mogni f ier  ( '13) ,  which is  ins ide the cover f lop,

permits cr i i ico l ly  exqci  focusing.  By depressing

knob  (12 ) ,  i he  mogn i f i e r  w i l l  sp r i ng  i n i o  l he  wo rk i ng

pos i t i on .
The v iewf inder uni ts con be interchonged by depres-

s ing ihe cotch (32),  when ihe eni i re uni t  con be l i f ted

of f  towords ihe bock (Fig.  1) .  When inser i ing the

uni f ,  the cotch (32) should snop- in oudibly.
The f inder qt iochmeni  (ground-gloss screen or  spl i t -

imoge rongef inder ot tochmeni)  wi l l  be occessib le

when the f inder uni t  hos been removed. By pressing

the lock (2, l )  upwords,  i t  wi l l  be loosened ond con ihen

be l i f ied of f  (Fig.  2) .  For re- insert ion,  the c lows of  lhe

f inder o i lochment should be s l ipped over the spindle
(27) ond should then be f i rmly pressed bock into i ls

moun t i ng .
The  p r i sm  un i t  y i e l ds  on  up r i gh t  ond  l o t e ro l l y  co r rec t
imoge  when  v i ewed  i n  i he  i ok i ng  d i r ec t i on ;  l ook i ng
from obove into the focusing hood,the imoge oppeors
upr ight  ond Ioterol ly  reversed.

F i s . 1
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Focusing

When using the glound.glass screen, i ts entire imoge
oreo is used for focusing. The focusing r ing (7) of the
lens mount should be rotoied unti l  the subiect oppeors
shorp ly  focused.

When using the spl i t- image rangefinder, you wil l  see in
lhe centre of ihe imoge f ield o circulor oreo horizon-
tol ly divided into two holf-circles (definit ion indi-
cotor). When ihe lens is not shorply focused, o ver-
i icol l ine which posses lhrough these two holf-circles
wi l l  oppeor  b roken ond lo te ro l l y  d isp loced.
The focusing r ing (7) of lhe lens mouni should be
roloted unti l  lhe verl icol l ine oppeors completely
stroight ond unbroken. This operoi ion focuses ihe lens
io the required disionce. For focusing on horizontol
l ines ,  fhe  comero  shou ld  be  he ld  os  fo r  tok ing  upr igh l
pholos.





The spl i t- imoge rongefinder circle is surrounded by o micro roster r ing, which serves the some function
os o ground-gloss screen. The outl ines of o subiect wi l l  oppeor unshorp in this r ing unti l  ihe lens is cor-
reci ly focused (Fig. 3). This micro roster r ing should be used for focusing on detoi led siruclures ond pol lerns
or for copying, etc.,  ond for subiecls which hove no dist inct stroight I ines.
The remoining imoge oreo outside the centrol r ings is olwoys bright ond shorp but connoi be used for
focusing. Ful l  imoge brightness, however, con only be ensured when the comero is iensioned.
The CONTAREX lenses from 35 mm to 250 mm focol length con be focused with either the spl i l - imoge ronge-
f inder or ihe micro roster r ing*, or with the ground-gloss screen ottochment.
After focusing, the octuol distonce ond the depih of f ield con be reod off from the lens mou.nl.  The focused
disionce is indicoted by the seti ing mork (24). To ihe left  ond to ihe r ighl of the sett ing mork, f /numbers
ore engroved. The shorp zone (the depth of f ield) reoches from the disfonce-f igure which is opposite the
set operiure-volue on the left ,  io the distonce which is opposite the some f/number on the r ight (Fig.4.
When working wi th the ground-gloss screen oi tochment the ronge of  the zone of  shorp def in i t ion con
be contro l led on ihe ground-gloss screen provided lhe comero hos noi  been tensioned. Correct  depih-of-
f ie ld f igures con be found in the depth-of- f ie ld tobles.  As the plone of  reference f rom which dis ionces qre

meosured,  ihe focol  p lone is  morked by ihe c i rc le (31) to ihe lef t  of  the v iewf inder eyepiece of  the
CONTAREX specio l .
x  CONTAREX lenses of  35 mm - 135 mm should be used wi th the spl i l - imoge rongef inder uni t ,  Order No.20.15d4; ihe
SONNAR 250 mm wifh the spl i l - imoge rongef inder uni t ,  Order No.20.1565.

F i s . 3
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The dis lonce con olso be sei  by using the depth-of-

f ie ld scole (25).  Turn ihe lens so os io ensure ihe deptn-
of- f ie ld required ot  ony given oper iure set t ing ond ihen
set  ih is operture by meons of  fhe operture set t ing

wheel  (2) .  Further d is lonce sei l ing is  fhen unnecessory.

Ihe aperture is  set  by ro iot ing the wheel  (2)  (Fig.  5) .

The required volue should be sei  lo ihe operture
set t ing mork ( , l5) .  The oper iure to be set  depends on
the required depth-of- f ie ld.  The smol ler  lhe oper lure

f i gu re  t he  l o rge r  i s  t he  l ens  open ing  ond  t he  smo l l e r
the depih-of- f ie ld ronge. With the BIOGON f /4.5,
2 ' l  mm ond fhe SONNAR t /4,  250 mm the oper iure
should not  be sei  on ihe wheel  (2)  but  on ihe lens

set i ing r ing.

The mosl  sui ioble shut ter  speed depends on the move-

ment of  lhe sublect ;  the more ropid the movement

ihe foster  must  be the shui ler  speed. The shut ier-speed

sett ing r ing (16) shows s impl i f ied f igures,  for  instonce
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F i g . 5

"60 "  f o r l l r o l h  second  e i c . ;  i he  shu t i e r  speed  r i ng  i s
p rov i ded  w i t h  c l i c k - s tops ,  ond  w i l l  snop  i n  when  t he

morked  vo lues  o re  se l  t o  t he  l r i ongu lo r  mo rk  obove
the  r i ng  (F i g .  6 ) ;  t he  r i ng  shou ld  no t  be  se t  t o  i n t e r -

med io i e  vo l ues .  When  se i  t o  
" 8 "  

t he  shu t t e r  r emo ins

open  os  l ong  os  t he  re l eose  knob  i s  dep ressed .  The

s ign i f i conce  o f  i he  co lou red  f i gu res  i s  exp lo i ned  on
poge  17 .

Exposures f rom r / rmo sec,  to %o sec.  moy be ioken by

hond  w i t hou t  f eo r  o f  camero  shoke  when  t he  s tondo rd

lens  i s  used .  The  use  o f  o  i r i pod  i s  odv i sob le  when
mok ing  l onge r  exposu res .  W i t h  l enses  o f  l onge r  f oco l
lengih foster  shut ter  speeds should be used for  hond-
he ld  exposu res .

Shutter  speed and aperture ore interdependeni ,  i .  e.  ihe
fosler  ihe shui ter  speed the lorger should be fhe
operture ond v ice verso.  Which of  the shut ter  speed
ope r tu re  coup l i ngs  i s  r equ i r ed  depends  on  t he  speed
o f  i he  f i lm ,  f he  gene ro l  b r i gh tness  o f  i he  ovo i l qb l e

F i s . 6



l ight  ond,when using colour f i l ters,  on the f i l ler  foctor .

Correct  shut ler  speed ond oper iure set i ings con be

oscer lq ined f rom the tobles,  or ,  more re l iobly,  wi lh

t he  ZE ISS  IKON IKOPHOT pho to -e l ec t r i c  exposu re

me te r  (F i g .  7 ) .  The  exposu re  me te r  i s  i nd i spens ib l e  f o r

colour phoiogrophy s ince colour f i lm must be exposed

w i i h  o  h i gh t  deg ree  o f  occu rocy .

Fig .  7



Exposure {rio. a)

When  shu i i e r  speed  ond  ope r i u re  o re  co r rec i -
l y  se i ,  t he  shu l t e r  con  be  re l eosed .  The  r i qh i -
hond  i ndex  f i nge r  shou ld  dep .g5 t  i he  . e l eose
knob  gen t l y .  Do  no t  i e r k ,  bu t  squeeze  t he
knob ,  t ok i ng  up  t he  s l ock  i n  t he  re l eose  me-
chon i sm s l ow l y .  Th i s  w i l l  couse  t he  m i r r o r  t o
f l i p  upwords ,  t he  d i oph rogm to  c l ose  down
fo  i he  p re - se t  pos i t i on  ond  i he  shu i t e r  t o  r un
o f f  o i  t he  p re - se t  speed .  Then  i he  m i r r o r  r e -
t u rns  t o  f he  f i nde r  pos i t i on  wh i l s i  t he  d i o_
ph rogm remo ins  o i  t he  p re - se i  vo l ue  i n  o rde r
t o  r em ind  you  t ho t  t he  nex r  exposu re  con  be
mode  on l y  o f i e r  i he  r op id  w ind  l eve r  ( 19 )  hos
been  t ens ioned  (F i g .  9 ) .  W i t h  +he  ope ro i i on
o f  t he  l eve r ,  t he  f i lm  i s  odvonced  by  one
f rome ,  t he  shu t t e r  i s  t ens ioned  once  ooo in
ond  i he  d i oph rogm opened  t o  i t s  f u l l  o -pe r -
l u re .  A f t e r  exposu re - se t t i ng  ond  f ocus ing ,  t he
next  exposure con be mqde.
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Flash exposures

The focol-p lone shui ter  of i  ihe CONTAREX specio l  con be coupled to o l l  lypes of  f losh equipment.  Sei i ing
the  shu i i e r  speed  w i l l  ou tomo l i co l l y  od jus t  t he  co r respond ing  f l osh  con toc t  so  t ho t  i he  vo r i ous  f l oshbu lbs

or e lectronic f losh uni ts wi l l  be f i red oi  ihe oppropr iote ins ionl ,  o lwoys provided,  however,  thoi  the shul ter
is  sei  to the correct  speed. The shui ter  speeds qre morked by coloured f igures.  They ore:

1  B lock  (1 -%o  sec .  ond  
"B " )  

f o r  f i r i ng  no rmo l  f l o shbu lbs  (C loss  M)  o r  e l ec t r on i c  f l o sh  l ubes .

2 Yel low (1/ro sec.)  for  f i r ing elecfronic f losh tubes.

3 Red (r / rzs-r l rooo sec.  for  f i r ing s low-burning f loshbulbs (FP Closs),  which ore specio l ly  mode for  use

with focql-p lone shut ters.

The opertures to be employed wi ih ihe vor ious types of  f losh ore indicqted in ihe tobles provided wi th the
f losh lomps. The oppropr iote operture should be set  by meons of  the operture wheel  (2) .

The deloyed oct ion device (sel f - i imer)  con olso be used for  f losh exposures wi th o l l  shut ler  speeds f rom
I-1/rooo sec.

The f losh leod should be connecied to the f losh coniqct  (10) beside lhe lens (Fig.  10).  The f loshholder i tsel f

con ei ther be s l ipped in lo ihe occessory shoe (4)  or  screwed io o brocket  which is  f i i ted to ihe t r ipod bush
o f  t he  comero .

1 7
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Delayed Action
The  de loyed  oc i i on  dev i ce  ( se l f - t ime r )  shou ld  be  i ens ioned  by  dep ress ing  i he  l eve r  ( 9 ) .  Th i s  l eve r  shou ld
be operoted only of ter  the shuf ter  hos been iensioned. When the re leose knob (18) is  depressed, the mecno-
n i sm  s i o r t s  r unn ing  ond  w i l l  ope ro te  t he  shu l t e r  ou tomo t i co l l y .  When  t he  l eve r  ( 9 )  i s  dep ressed  r i gh t  down
to  i t s  s t op  pos i i i on  t he  de loy  w i l l  be  opp rox imo te l y  l 2  seconds .  Be lween  t he  s i op  ond  t he  i n i i i o l  pos i t i on
ore nolches into which ihe lever con be sei  for  intermediote deloy per iods.  The sel f - f imer con be used wi th
ol l  shui ter  speeds f rom l - r looo sec.

Time exposures from a tripod (Fig.'l i)
The CONTAREX is provided wi th o t r ipod bush (22) ond con be screwed to o t r ipod or  o copying uni t .
Th i s  i s  necesso ry  when  mok ing  l ime  exposu res  ond  when  l ong - f ocus  l enses  o re  emp loyed .
The shut ter  should be re leosed by meons of  o cqble re leose which con be screwed into the threod of  the
releose knob ( lB) .  The t r ipod bush (22) of  ihe CONTAREX is countersunk into the comero body,  which
ensures perfect  r ig id i ty .

Exchanging the lens
The press-button (6) beside the lens should be depressed ond ihe lens turned in on onti-clockwise direct ion
unti l  i i  stops: the red dot on ihe lens wil l  then be opposi ie the red dot (5) on the CONTAREX. In this posit ion
lhe  lens  w i l l  spr ing  ou tomot ico l l y  f rom the  boyonet  moun i  o f  rhe  comero  (F ig .  l2 ) .

Fiss.  10,  1 1



F i s . 1 2

To  i nse r t  o  l ens ,  p l oce  t he  l ens  i n  l he  boyone l  moun l

so  t ho l  t he  red  do t  on  t he  l ens  co inc i des  w i t h  t he  red

dot (5)  on fhe CONTAREX. Turn the lens to ihe r ight

un i i l  i t  snops  i n .  Th i s  w i l l  couse  t he  p ress -bu t t on  (6 )

i o  sp r i ng  ou t .  The  l ens  i s  t hen  coup led  ou iomo t i co l l y

io ihe rongef inder.  l i  does not  motter  whether the

lens  i i se l f  i s  se t  t o  " i n f i n i t y "  
o r  ony  o i he r  d i s t once ,

o r  t o  wh i c l r  ope r l u re  t he  d i oph rogm i s  se t .

The  CONTAREX l enses  con  be  i n t e r chonged  i n  f u l l

doy l i gh t  w i t hou t  f ogg ing  t he  f i lm ,  bu t  i l  i s  obv ious

tho t  t he  open ing  i n  l he  comero  body  shou ld  be
proiected f rom direct  sunl ighi .

A speeial case
The BIOGON t/4.5, 21 mm, which exlends deep into
the body of the CONTAREX, con be inserted only
when the mirr0r is in i ts raised posit i0n.

I
EI-(.)
b0
L

a
-,

J
P

t
F
F

3



I
I

F i s .  l 3

The  CONTAREX shou ld  be  t ens ioned  ond  t he  m i r r o r

swung  upwords  by  dep ress ing  t he  smo l l  l ug  beneo ih

i he  m i r r o r  (F i s .  13 ) .  Then  t he  B IOGON f14 .5 ,  21  mm

con  be  i nse r i ed  occo rd i ng  t o  t he  
" r ed  

do i  t o  r ed  do t "

r u l e .  Fo r  s i gh t i ng ,  f he  2 l  mm v iew f i nde r  shou ld  be

used ,  wh i ch  mus t  be  s l i pped  i n t o  t he  occesso ry

shoe (4) .  The depth of  f ie ld of  the BIOGON f /4.5,

2 l  mm i s  so  g reo t  t ho i  i t  i s  su f f i c i en t  f o  guess  o t  t he

dis lonce.  The depth of  f ie ld ot  f  15.6,  when focused io

opprox.  6 f i . ,  extends f rom opprox.  34 in.  io inf in i ly .

I nse r t i ng  t he  B IOGON does  no t  i nvo l ve  i he  l oss  o f

o  f r ome .  When  t he  B IOGON i s  r emoved  t he  m i r r o r

w i l l  r e i u rn  t o  t he  v i ew ing  pos i t i on  ou lomo i i co l l y .  (Fo r

i echn i co l  r eosons  i t  i s  imposs ib l e  t o  use  t he  de loyed
qc t i on  mechon i sm fo r  t he  f i r s t  exposu re  o f t e r  t he

B IOGON hos  been  i nse r t ed .



Loading and Unloading F i g s . 1 4 ,  i 5 ,  l 5

opening (Fiss. 'r4, 15, t6)
The CoNTAREX specio l  should be held in ihe lef t  hond, wi th ihe lens point ing downwords.  The locking
keys (23) in ihe bose of  the comero should be fo lded outwords wi lh the r ighi  hond ond iurned to the r ighi
ond ihe lef t  respeci ively.  This unlocks the bock.  With your lef t  thumb push the bock of  the comero down-
words ond l i f t  i t  of f  wi th the r ight  hond.

22
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Loading (F igs 17,  lB,  l9) F iss  1 / ,  
' 18 ,  

19

P ioce  o  s tondo rd  co rnmerc i o l  20 -  o r  36 -exposu re  cosse t l e  i n i o  t he  f l lm  chomber  so  t ho t  t he  p rongs  o f  t he

rew ind ing  sho f t  engoge  i n  t he  l owe r  open ing  o f  t he  cosse i t e .  Pu l l  t he  beg inn ing  o f  i he  f i lm  oc ross  i he

f i lm  go te  ond  i nse r t  i t  i n t o  t he  s l o t  o f  t he  t cke  up  spoo l .  Hook  l he  t h i r d  o r  f ou r t h  pe r f o ro t i on  ho le  ove r

t he  l ug  i n  t he  s l o l  ond  t u rn  t he  l oke -up  spoo l  so  i hc i  t he  t ee th  o f  t he  t r onspo r t  sp rocke l  engoge  t he  pe r -

f o ro t i ons  o f  i he  f i lm  on  bo lh  s i des .

Wh i l s t  ho ld i ng  i he  f i lm  w i t h  t he  t humb  o f  t he  l e f l  hond  so  t ho i  i he  l ee l h  r emo in  engoged  i n  t he  pe r -

f o ro i i ons .  t he  comerc  bock  shou ld  be  rep loced  by  l o r ve r i ng  i t  i n l o  t he  g rooves  o f  t he  comera  f r on r

23
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obove  w i i h  t he  r i gh i  hond  ond  t hen  s l i d i ng  i i  bock
home. Turn ihe locking keys on ihe bose in the oppo-
si te d i rect ion ond fo ld ihem down. The keys con be
fo l ded  on l y  when  t he  bock  i s  co r rec t l y  i n  pos i t i on .

A f t e r  l ood ing ,  i he  f r ome  coun te r  d i sc  ( 17 )  shou ld  be

, . ,A set .  When using o 36-exposure cossei le,  sei  the whi le

ZU mork to the red mork to the lef i  of  the f igure 36;

when  us i ng  o  20 -exposu re  cosse i t e  t he  wh i i e  mo rk
should be set  to the red mork io lhe lef t  of  the
f i gu re  20 .  Now  sw ing  t he  rop id  w ind  l eve r  ( 19 )  o round

w i i h  you r  r i gh t  t humb  un i i l  i t  bu t t s  up  ho rd  ogo ins t
the s iop,  qnd then re leose lhe shut ter .  Repeoi  ih is

ope ro t i on  t o  t r onspo r l  unexposed  f i lm  i n t o  t he  f i lm
goie.  Af ter  re leosing the shut ter  twice,  the f rome

coun ie r  mo rk  w i l l  po i n t  t o  36  o r  20 ,  ond  w i l l  l hen

indicote how mony f romes ore lef l  for  exposure.

!i
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I f  the f i lm is wound on proper ly,  the rewind disc (29)

should rotote in ihe di rect ion opposi le to the en-
g roved  o r row .  When  us ing  bu l k  f i lm  ( see  "Re loodob re

Cossettes")  or  20-exposure cosset tes i t  moy hoppen
iho i  t he  f i lm  i s  no i  wound  l ou t ;  i n  t h i s  cose  t he  rew inq
disc (29) wi l l  not  rotote when the f i rs t  f romes ore
odvonced, ond should iherefore be ro loted in the
d i r ec t i on  o f  t he  o r row  un t i l  o  d i s i i n c t  r es i s i once  i s
f e l i .  (Th i s  i s  o l so  o  r e l i ob l e  i nd i co i i on  os  i o  whe the r
i he  CONTAREX i s  l ooded  o t  o l l . )

The f i lm-type indicotor  (28) con be set  lo ihe type
of f i lm used in the CONTAREX, by sei t ing the oppro-
p r i o i e  symbo l  f o r  b l ock -ond -wh i t e ,  doy l i gh t  co l ou r  o r
or l i f ic io l  l ighi  colour f i lm, to the speed f igure of  ihe
f i lm (Fig.  20).  The f i lm type indicotor  hos no inf luence
on the funci ioning of  the CONTAREX, but  i i  moy
p rove  o  use fu l  r em inde r ' f o r  you ,

F i s . 2 0

R
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Reloadable Cassettes

The CONTAREX specio l  wi l l  toke the

some reloodoble cosset ies os used in the

Contox.  looded wi ih e i lher dorkroom or

doy l i gh t  r e f i l l s  o r  bu l k  f i lm ,  o r  i o  qdvqnce

ihe f i lm f rom cossei te to cosset te wi thout

rewinding.  The two-cosset te system per-

mits f i lm to be exchonged ot  ony t ime,

of ter  ony number of  exposures.  To do

ih is,  you should f i re of f  two blonk f romes

cnd  on l y  t hen  open  i he  comero .  When

unlocking the bock,  the cosset tes ore outo.

mo t i co l l y  c l osed  l i gh l - t i gh t  (F i g .  2 l  ) .  By

l ood ing  t he  comero  w i t h  q  f i lm  o f  d i f -

f e ren t  i ype  ond  f eed ing  i t  i n i o  o  spo re

cosse i i e ,  i i  i s  ogo in  poss ib l e  t o  chonge

the iype of  f i lm ol  ony desired t ime.

to
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Fu r l he r  po r t i cu l o r s  con  be  f ound  i n  t he  i ns l r uc l i ons
for  ihe use of  Conlox cosseTres.

Unloading

Exposed f i lms in stondord commercio l  cosset tes hqve
to be rewound in io their  cqsset tes before being
token out .  For th is purpose the locking key (23) on

ihe  comero  bock  (mo rked  "R " )  
mus t  be  l i f t ed  ond

turned so thoi  i t  points to the "R" (3a) (Fig.  22).  Fold
oui  the countersunk cronk (30) f rom the rewind disc (29)
qnd turn ii in the direciion o{ the orrow (Fiq. 23\

un t i l  t he  f i lm  i s  comp le te l y  r ewound ;  t h i s  w i l l  be
i nd i co ted  by  o  r es i s t once  os  t he  f i lm  l eoves  t he  t oke -

up spool .  Af ter  removing the bock,  the cosset te con
be  removed .  Po r t i c l es  o f  f i lm  i ns i de  t he  comers
should be olwoys removed ol  once.



Tlre,G,0 NT:AREX System (Fig.24)

To widen the scope of ihe CONTAREX speciol,  vorious interchongedble lenses ond

occessories ore ovoi loble. Being o single-lens ref lex cqmero the CONTAREX con be

used to s6lve o wide ronge of photogrophic problems with relot ively few occes-

sories.

2S
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zEtss Bt0c0N 4,5/21
€ 3

ZEISS DISTAG()N 4/35
€  . 8 "

zEtss  TESSAR 2 ,8 /50
I5 "

ZEISS PLANAR 2/50
@  , 1 2 "

zElss PLANAR 1,4/58
1 8 "

zEtss S0NNAR 2/85
30"

ZEISS S()NNAR 4/135

zEtss S()NNAR 4/250

Diogrommot ic  i l l us t ro i ion  o f
focusing ronges of CONTAREX
lenses ,  o lone ond in  combino-
i ion  w i th  be l lows un i t .t ; 5 0  1 , 2 A  t , r o  l : 8  1 , 6

Focusing ronge of lens olone

F o c u s i n g r o n g e o f T e s s o r f r 2 S , 5 0 m m o n d P l o n o r f / 2 0 , 5 0 m m w i t h + 5 d i o p r e  s u p p l e m e n r o r y l e n s

Focus ing  ronge o f  lens  emp oy ing  be  lows un i t  ond lens  ex ten5ton

31



Aecessories r

Ever-reody cose with corrying strop ond shoulder pod

Extension stroP

Lenses and viewfinders

ZEISS BIOGON f/4.5, 21 mm wiih contoiner

ZEISS DISTAGON f/4, 35 mm with contoiner l) 2)

ZEISS TESSAR f/2.8, 50 mm wiih contoiner 
'l) 

2) :

ZEISS PIANAR f/2, 50 mm with contoiner 1) 2)

ZEISS PLANAR fl l .4,58 mm with contoiner l)  2) 4)

ZEISS SONNAR f/2, 85 mm wifh contoiner 1)

ZEISS SONNAR f/4 135 mm with contoiner 1).

ZETSS SONNAR f/4, 250 mm with lenshood 3)

' l) 
ivith outomoiic spring-looded pre-seleclor ir is diophrogtn

:2) with outomolic exposure-correitor for exposures ot ultro-close.dislonces

3) wilh pie-set dioPhrogm

4)  ovo i lob le  in  summer  
'1961
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Accessories (Gontd)

Focus ing  hood  un i i  w i l h  l eo l he r  cose

Pr i sm  v i ew ing  un i t  w i t h  i eo i he r  cose

Ground -g loss  sc reen  o t i ochmen t  w i i h  I eo ihe r  cose
Focusing screen wi th pr ism inset  for  lenses f  rom 35 to '135 mm wi ih leother cose

Focus ing  sc reen  w i t h  p r i sm  i nse t  f o r  SONNAR t14 ,250  mn  w i i h  l eo the r  cose

Wide -ong ie  v i ew f i nde r  f o r  B iogon  21

Leother cose for  Biogon

Leother cose for  Distogon 35 ond Tessor 50 or  Plonor 50

Leother cose for  Sonnor 85

Leo the r  cose  f o r  Sonno r ' i 35

Leolher cqse for  Sonnor 250

Filters, Lenshoods, etc.

Colour  f i l ters G- GR -  O -  R-  UV, IKOLOR A,  B,  C ond F,  d B 56,  for
lenses f rom 2l*  lo 

. |35 
mn'

Order No.

20.1561
20.1s60
20.1563
20.1564
24.1565
20.r500
20.7755
20.7756
20.7757
20.7758
20.n59

20.1012



Accessories (Contd)
The CONTA.REX f i l iers ore supplied in o boyonel mouni which mokes i t
poss ib le  to  use  the  some f i l i e rs  w i th  o l l  lenses  f rom 2 l  mm+ to  135 mm'

The front boyonet of lhe f i l iers con be used to occommodote ihe lens hood,

wh ich  is  o lso  prov ided w i th  o  boyone i  moun i .

*  For  lhe  BIOGON f /4 .5 ,21  mm in  con iunc i ion  w i th  ihe  lens  hood,  ihe

screw-in f i l ters S 49 should be used.

Co lour f i l te rs  G -  GR-  O -  R-  UV,  IKOLOR A,  B  qnd F ,  0  S  49
Colour f i l ters G - UV - IKOLOR C, 0 S 67 lor 25Q mm lens
CONTAPOL, Polorising Fi i ter, @ B 56, for lenses from 2l to 

, I35 
mm

ZEISS PROXAR lens, @ B 56, 20 cm
Lenshood O B 56 ,  fo r  B iogon 21  ond D is iogon 35
Lenshood A B 56, for Tessor 50, Plonor- 50, Sonnor 85 ond 135
Leother cose for Ienshood 20.07'10
Leo iher  cose fo r  lenshood 20 .0712

Close-up attachment

Be l lows focus ing  un i t

34

Order No.

20."t007
20.1017
20.1206
20.0840
20.071 0
20.0712
20.7838
20.7837

20.1617



Accessories (Gontd)

Gopying and micro equipment

Toble reproduct ion s lond,  consis i ing of :

Toble clomp
P i l l o r 3 2 @ x 6 0 0
Connecting orm
Comero odopter

Lighting equipment for obove consist ing of:

1 l-clomp 32122
1 Tronsverse Ivbe 22 x 600
2 C lomps 22  x  15
2 Tubes for corrying reflector 15 x 400
4 C lomps 15  x  i5
4 Reflectors with qriiculoted tubes

Angle f inder ot iochment with odopter
Micro odopter
Connecting r ing for micro odopter



Aocessories (0ontd)

Sundries

. Toke-up.sPool ' for comero
Cqssette with core ond contoiner
Core only for cosselte

. 
Vision-correction lensx t 0;5 to t  5 dioptres

Vision-correction lens, obnormol
Coble releqse with lock
lKOPHOT.,phofo-elecfr ic exposure meier in leqther cose

IKOBLITZ 4 copocitor f loshgun for copless bulbs

-do., for boyonet-cop bulbs
MOVILUM Universql l ighting unit wi ih 2 ref lectors (without lomps)

* Pleose quote opl icion's prescript ion for distonce glosses when ordering.

i ,
l . :  ,
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Care of the C0NTAREX

From l ime lo t ime, ihe f i lm t rock ond ihe f i lm t ronsport  sprocket  beor ings of  the CONTAREX specio l ,  the

spool  chombers ond the inner s ide of  the bock should be coreful ly  c leoned wi th o sof t  brush.

(Note:  Do not  scrotch the shui ter  b l ind.  Dusi  or  f luf f  on lens f longe or  ihe mirror  con be c leoned wi ih o

sof t  brush when lhe lens is  removed. The lens surfqce ond the f inder eyepiece should be c leoned coreful ly

wi th o sof l  l inen rog ond ol l  f inger pr ints removed. Dust  should be removed beforehond wi th o sof t  brush.

Pol ish the externol  chromium-ploied f i t t ings wi th o sof t  l inen rog f rom l ime to i ime).

Serial Numhers

Every  CONTAREX spec io l  hos  i t s  ser io l  number  (o  f igure  preceded by  o  le t te r )  engroved on  the  hor row s ide  o f  the  bock
ond o lso  on  ihe  ins ide  o f  fhe  body .  Every  lens  o lso  hos  i t s  ser io l  number .  Yc iu  o re  odv ised to  moke o  no te  o f  ihe  number
in  the  CONTAREX "Posspor l "  wh ich  occompon ies  every  comero .  (Th is  "Posspor t "  q lso  conto ins  o  guorontee) .  Knowledge
of  the  ser iq l  number  w i l l  he lp  to  es lob l i sh  your  ownersh ip  in  cose o f  loss  or  the f l .  Moreover ,  lhe  CONTAREX "Posspor t "

conto ins  o  pos lcord  wh ich  w i l l  enob le  you to  jo in  ihe  INTERNATIONAt  CONTAREX CORRESPONDENCE { l .C .C. ) .

Subiect to olterofions in lhe inleresrs of technicol progress.
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